
MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH 

AGRICULTURE ADVISORY BOARD 

Chairman – LaMarr Anderson (01) Tony West  (03) Dylan Blankenship (06) Kenneth Hoffman (10) 

Vice Chair – Misty O’Connor (09) Alexandria Hoffman (04) Adam Jenski (07) Thomas Bergey (11) 

Melissa Lytwyn  (02) Jozef Slowik (05) Craig Hanson  (08) Abby Raisanen(12) 

AGENDA 

REGULAR MEETING July 16, 2025 

DSJ Building / Lower-Level Conference Room   4:30 P.M. 

Call In #:  1-907-290-7880 

Participant Code:  625 235 317# 

I. CALL TO ORDER; ROLL CALL

II. APPROVAL OF AGENDA; PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

III. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION (Limit 3 minutes)

IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   May 21, 2025 Meeting

V. ITEMS OF BUSINESS

A. Assembly Request for Resolution of Approval on Waterbody Setback (OR 25-126/IM 25-

73) – Alex Strawn, Planning Department Director

B. Staff Report – Suzanne Reilly

1. SB179 – Application to Borough Ag Program Parcels

2. MSB Ag Program Survey

C. Work Session – Develop Draft Legislation

Investigate the feasibility of smaller parcels and more subdivisions and develop a 
recommendation to the Assembly while ensuring de minimis loss of agricultural land.

VI. MEMBER COMMENTS (Limit to 3 minutes)

VII. NEXT MEETING:  August 20, 2025

VIII. ADJOURNMENT
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MINUTES  ** DRAFT ** 6 
 7 

REGULAR MEETING May 21, 2025 8 

DSJ BUILDING 4:30 P.M. 9 

LOWER LEVEL CONFERENCE ROOM 10 
 11 
 12 

I. CALL TO ORDER; ROLL CALL 13 

Mr. Anderson called the meeting to order at 4:32 p.m. 14 

Members present and establishing a quorum were:  LaMarr Anderson, Tony West, 15 

Alexandria Hoffman, Jozef Slowik, Craig Hanson, Kenneth Hoffman, Thomas Bergey 16 

(by phone, left @ 5:45 p.m.), and Abby Raisanen 17 

Members absent:  Misty O’Connor, Dylan Blankenship, and Adam Jenski 18 

Staff present: Suzanne Reilly, Asset Manager 19 

  Margie Cobb, Department Administrative Specialist 20 

 21 

II. APPROVAL OF AGENDA; PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE   22 

The following changes were made to the Agenda: 23 

- Add and Item B: Issue re Term Limits referred by the Assembly to this Board 24 

- Items B & C on Agenda changed to Items C & D. 25 

Mr. Hoffman motioned to approve the Agenda s amended; Mr. Slowik seconded.  26 

Agenda approved as amended. 27 

 28 

III. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION (Limit 3 minutes) 29 

No audience participation. 30 

 31 

IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 32 

The April 16, 2025 Minutes were amended, removing a statement by Assessments staff; 33 

Ms. Reilly will follow up with Assessments staff to confirm what was said.  Mr. Slowik 34 

moved to approve the minutes as amended; Mr. Hanson seconded.  Minutes approved as 35 

amended. 36 

 37 

V. ITEMS OF BUSINESS 38 

 39 

A. Staff Report –  40 

Ms. Reilly passed around the updated Mat-Su Farms list.  Discussion on how 41 

research for this list is being achieve; the purpose of the list is informational only.  42 

 43 

 44 

 45 

 46 



 47 

 48 

 49 

 50 

 51 

B. Request from Assembly for input on Ag Board Term Limits –  52 

Resolution 25-03 was drafted to respond to this request from the Assembly.  Motion 53 

was made by Ms. Hoffman to approve the Resolution; Mr. Hanson seconded.  54 

Motion passed unanimously.  A copy is attached. 55 

 56 

C. Survey Questions – 57 

Ms. Reilly shared the purpose for the survey.  The Board reviewed the questions 58 

and proposed changes.  Mr. Hanson moved to approve Survey with changes made; 59 

Mr. Slowik seconded.  Motion passed unanimously. 60 

 61 

D. Work Session – Develop Draft Legislation 62 

Due to other meeting, there was no Work Session at this meeting.  63 

 64 

VI. MEMBER COMMENTS 65 

 66 

Mr. Anderson stressed how vital consistency with attendance at these Board meetings are 67 

at this time, and grateful the Board agreed to meet over the summer. 68 

 69 

Many members expressed that tonight’s meeting had good discussion. 70 

 71 

VII. NEXT MEETING:  June 18, 2025 72 

 73 

VIII. ADJOURNMENT 74 

Mr. Anderson adjourned the meeting at 5:55 p.m. 75 

 76 

 77 

 78 

             79 

     LaMarr Anderson, Chairman          DATE 80 

 81 

ATTEST: 82 

 83 

 84 

       85 

Margie Cobb 86 

Department Administrative Specialist 87 
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 By: Alex Strawn 

 Action:  

 

MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH 

AGRICULTURE ADVISORY BOARD  

RESOLUTION NO. 25-04 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH AGRICULTURE ADVISORY 

BOARD RECOMMENDING APPROVAL OF AN ORDINANCE AMENDING MSB 17.02 – 

MANDATORY LAND USE PERMITS, MSB 17.55 – SETBACK AND SCREENING 

EASEMENTS, MSB 17.65 - VARIANCES, AND MSB 17.125 – DEFINITIONS. 

WHEREAS, the 75-foot waterbody setback was originally 

established in 1973 by assembly ordinance; and 

WHEREAS, the setback was temporarily reduced to 45 feet in 

1986 but reinstated to 75 feet by voter initiative in 1987; and 

WHEREAS, over time, enforcement of the 75-foot setback has 

been limited, resulting in widespread noncompliance, environmental 

impacts, and real estate complications; and 

WHEREAS, between 1987 and present, over 700 shoreline 

structures have been built in violation of the 75-foot setback 

ordinance, many of which went undetected due to limited permitting 

requirements and enforcement options; and 

WHEREAS, Ordinance 25-073 offers a pragmatic solution by 

allowing structures to be built within 75 feet of a waterbody, 

provided they are designed and built in accordance with plans 

developed by a qualified professional that ensure water quality is 

protected; and 
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WHEREAS, the Matanuska-Susitna Borough (MSB) continues to 

experience sustained residential, commercial, and recreational 

development near its lakes, rivers, and wetlands, increasing the 

need for clear land use regulations to manage growth while 

protecting environmental resources; and 

WHEREAS, waterbodies in the MSB provide significant public 

benefits, including clean drinking water, fisheries, recreation, 

scenic values, and ecological services that can be negatively 

impacted by unmanaged development, impervious surfaces along 

waterbodies, and pollutant discharges; and 

WHEREAS, Ordinance 25-073 requires land use review and 

permitting procedures for mechanized development within 75 feet of 

a waterbody, providing the MSB the opportunity to evaluate drainage 

and infiltration in order to protect water quality; and 

WHEREAS, the ordinance develops several new general standards 

for development within 75-feet of a waterbody to ensure pollution 

is minimized. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Matanuska-Susitna 

Borough Agriculture Advisory Board hereby recommends Assembly 

adoption of Ordinance 25-073. 

ADOPTED by the Matanuska-Susitna Borough Agriculture Advisory 

Board this 18 day of June, 2025. 
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      LaMarr Anderson, Chairman 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

       

Margie Cobb 

Dept Administrative Specialist 

 

  



















What concerns do you have about allowing smaller agricultural land parcels? (Select all...
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Answers Count Percentage

Gradual loss of agricultural land

Reduced agricultural productivity

Loss of large contiguous farming areas

11

2

9

44%

8%

36%

Other 20%

Answered: 17 Skipped: 8

Other concerns:

This initiative will continue to erode the rural lifestyle of the Valley. The Mat-Su Borough lacks the

oversight and enforcement capabilities needed to prevent Ag parcels smaller than 40 acres from

being further divided by divorce settlements, estate liquidation, etc. If unchecked, all of the remaining

large parcels will be permanently transformed Into high-density subdivisions in the next decade,

negatively impacting the quality of life for those living nearby who appreciate the freedom and

unrestricted agricultural potential afforded by protecting the larger acreages for future generations of

resident farmers.

Not concerned, the land is marginal at best as ag land.

None

New neighbors 1

I don't have concerns.. I believe it will increase agricultural interest., providing a more secure local 1

source for farm products.

Answered: 5 Skipped: 20
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