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       MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH 
Office of the Borough Manager 

350 East Dahlia Avenue • Palmer, AK  99645 
Phone (907) 861-8689 • Fax (907) 861-8669 
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MEMORANDUM 
 
DATE:  May 26, 2021 
TO:  Mayor and Assembly 
FROM:  Michael Brown, Borough Manager 
RE:  Manager’s Weekly Post 
 
June Assembly Meetings: We have two regular Assembly meetings in June 2021 as well as a special 
meeting on roads scheduled for June 22. During the June 1 meeting, Peter Torkelson, Director of the 
Alaska Redistricting Board, will provide an update to the Assembly under Manager’s comments on the 
redistricting process. On June 15 under Manager’s comments, the Department of Transportation will 
provide a project update on summer construction projects and Borough staff will provide an overview 
of the American Rescue Plan funding. AIDEA is also tentatively scheduled to present a resolution at the 
June 15 meeting asking for support of Phase 3 of the West Susitna Access project. Finally, staff are 
preparing a transportation projects list for consideration at the June 22 special meeting as well as a 
discussion of revenue options for a potential future transportation infrastructure package.  
 
Alaska Long Trail (Reso 21-045) and HB 170 and SB 123 Establishing Alaska Energy Independence (Reso 
21-050): We have forwarded copies of the Assembly’s Resolutions 21-045 and 21-050 to the State 
legislators requesting their support. 
 
Houston Middle School: Attached is a copy of my letter to Dr. Trani dated May 24, 2021 outlining the 
progress toward an award of the construction contract for the Houston school. 
 
Vaccination Weekly Update:  Of Mat-Su Borough residents 16+, 37.5% have received at least one dose, 
and 33.1% are fully vaccinated.  Of the residents 65+, 62.6% have at least one dose, and 58.8% are fully 
vaccinated.  In all ages, regardless of vaccine eligibility, 27% have received at least one dose and 24.6% 
are fully vaccinated. 
 
In the entire State of Alaska Residents 16+, 54% have received at least one dose, 48.2% are fully 
vaccinated.  Of 65+, 76.9% have received at least one dose, 73.3% are fully vaccinated.  All ages, 41.9% 
have received at least one dose, and 37.5% are fully vaccinated. 
 
The data team is working on shifting the data from 16+ to 12+ to reflect the extended authorization of 
the Pfizer vaccine for 12-15 year olds.   
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Public Affairs Media Flyover:  
 
State 

 Mat-Su projects prominent in state budget 

 Burn permits suspended in Mat-Su 

 Alaska forestry wildland fire managers have new tool at their disposal 
 
Assembly 

 Borough passes roof repairs for Wasilla Pool and Brett Ice Arena 
 
Fisheries 

 House Bill passes which could reinstate surcharge to sportfishing licenses 

 Copper river dip net fishing set to open June 7 
 
Resource Development  

 Donlin Gold Announces Plans For Summer Exploratory Drilling Season/Verdict 
coming from state on key permit 

 
Borough Cities 

 City of Houston temporarily suspends use of fireworks 
 
Tourism 

 Legislation gives revives hope for summer Alaskan cruises 
 

 
Future Events: 

 Monday, May 31, 2021 at 1pm, Memorial Day  Ceremony, Mat-Su Veteran's Wall of Honor, Wasilla 

https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=https://www.frontiersman.com/news/mat-su-projects-prominent-in-state-budget/article_b4e4a074-b932-11eb-b652-2b6856d63e36.html&ct=ga&cd=CAEYASoUMTA5OTAzNzg4NDU4ODM0OTM1NjUyGmMyZjk4ZDAxMDUwOWY4YWY6Y29tOmVuOlVT&usg=AFQjCNEfAB49jxdBsSmCG4cU_yFuI6Mdmw
https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=https://www.peninsulaclarion.com/news/burn-permits-suspended-on-peninsula/&ct=ga&cd=CAEYASoUMTYwNjkyMTA1MDg1ODk1MTUzMzkyGjdiODU1MzNjNWJjMTc4ZTU6Y29tOmVuOlVT&usg=AFQjCNF2F7jqHAwqCq_G6OLIYckIonLf6w
https://www.airmedandrescue.com/latest/news/us-state-forestry-unveils-new-q-400-air-tanker
https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=https://www.frontiersman.com/news/borough-passes-roof-repairs-for-wasilla-pool-and-brett-ice-arena/article_8c60f604-ba16-11eb-b93a-9b416a1dbfb6.html&ct=ga&cd=CAEYACoUMTE5ODYxMjYyNzMwMDQyMzYzOTkyGjJmYTE5NzBkM2QzZjg5MzI6Y29tOmVuOlVT&usg=AFQjCNFkRw0kVcYr2HE5fc_XuHRgGoKnCA
https://www.kfsk.org/2021/05/19/hatchery-funding-bill-passes-house-on-to-senate/
https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=https://www.deltawindonline.com/sports-outdoors/copper-river-dip-net-fishing-set-to-open-june-7/article_d047586e-b74f-11eb-b68d-fb5a44614327.html&ct=ga&cd=CAEYASoTMzEwMTg0MzI2MjU5MjUyNDYyMjIaNTFhM2JmZjM3NGQzNDY1MTpjb206ZW46VVM&usg=AFQjCNFnBlpf1PdWinY2rtXTyHxEYkDQAA
https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=https://www.deltawindonline.com/sports-outdoors/copper-river-dip-net-fishing-set-to-open-june-7/article_d047586e-b74f-11eb-b68d-fb5a44614327.html&ct=ga&cd=CAEYASoTMzEwMTg0MzI2MjU5MjUyNDYyMjIaNTFhM2JmZjM3NGQzNDY1MTpjb206ZW46VVM&usg=AFQjCNFnBlpf1PdWinY2rtXTyHxEYkDQAA
https://www.kyuk.org/post/donlin-gold-announces-plans-summer-exploratory-drilling-season
https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=https://www.frontiersman.com/city-of-houston-temporarily-suspends-use-of-fireworks/article_5c62ad34-bd2d-11eb-a8b7-4ff77dc45cec.html&ct=ga&cd=CAEYAioTMTg3MDk1NTk5OTE3ODg3OTI4NTIaZjE5OWNiMDg2MGMxNTUyYjpjb206ZW46VVM&usg=AFQjCNFEqzig-PInrlOdJTU22q9jnUrUUQ
https://www.frontiersman.com/news/legislation-raises-hopes-for-alaskan-cruises-this-summer/article_3225633e-b9c4-11eb-9fb0-e7c31326cad4.html
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